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WHEREAS, domestic violence, also known as domestic abuse, spousal abuse, battering, family violence, and intimate partner violence, is defined as a pattern of abusive behaviors by one partner against another in an intimate relationship such as marriage, dating, family, or cohabitation; and 

WHEREAS, domestic violence has many forms, including physical aggression or assault (hitting, kicking, biting, shoving, restraining, slapping, throwing objects), or threats thereof; sexual abuse; emotional abuse; controlling or domineering; intimidation; stalking; passive/covert abuse (e.g., neglect); and economic deprivation; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence and abuse is not limited to obvious physical violence; it can also mean endangerment, criminal coercion, kidnapping, unlawful imprisonment, trespassing, harassment, and stalking; and 

WHEREAS, domestic violence is not poor anger management – it is a pattern of abusive behavior that is used by one partner to gain or maintain power and control over the other partner.  It is a social and public health epidemic especially for women and girls who make up 85% of domestic violence victims; and 

WHEREAS, the ramifications of domestic violence are staggering; exposure to domestic violence puts our young men and women in danger of long-term physical, psychological, and emotional harm.  Children who experience domestic violence are at a higher risk for failure in school, emotional disorders, and substance abuse, and are more likely to perpetuate the cycle of violence themselves later in life.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Patricia A. Flury, Mayor of the City of Dania Beach, Florida, do hereby proclaim October 2012 as 
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
in the City of Dania Beach, Florida, and ask everyone to play an active role in preventing and ending domestic violence, by stepping up to stop violence when they see it.  
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